[Determination of autoantibodies to thyrotropin receptors in patients with diffuse toxic goiter].
The blood level of antithyroid autoantibodies to TSH receptors was determined in patients with toxic goiter (TG) before and during antithyroid therapy using two biological methods (by the increment in the cAMP level in slices and primary monolayer culture of human thyroid cells) and a radioreceptor method (by inhibition of TSH binding with its receptors from the animal thyroid). Comparison of the results of these three methods has shown that all methods are almost equally valuable for diagnosis of new cases of TG. However the biological method was shown to be more sensitive and informative with regard to predicting the time of immunological remission during antithyroid therapy.